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CYTOCHECK DETECTS FIRST INSTANCE OF SARS-CoV-2 UK VARIANT 

IN KANSAS USING APPLIED DNA LINEATM COVID-19 ASSAY KIT 

 
PARSONS, KS – Cytocheck, an anatomic and clinical pathology laboratory affiliated 
with MAWD Pathology, today reported their laboratory identified the first instance of 
a SARS-CoV-2 variant in Kansas that was subsequently confirmed as lineage B.1.1.7 
(the “UK variant”) by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) on 
February 3, 2021. Cytocheck utilized a special kit from Applied DNA Sciences that 
had been recently implemented for its specific ability to detect UK variant infections 
of SARS-CoV-2. Studies continue to evaluate whether a past infection or vaccination 
against COVID-19 protects against infection by the UK variant. Further, the ability to 
detect this variant is important for public health due to its significantly increased 
transmissibility.  
 
Commenting on the first detection of the UK variant in Kansas, Cytocheck President 
and Medical Director Dr. Ron Leonard, stated, “We chose to improve our testing to 
include screening for the UK variant because of the significance to our clients, our 
community and most importantly, our patients. Within the first 30 samples screened, a 
case with S-gene dropout was identified, sent to the KDHE laboratory for sequencing 
and confirmed to be the first B.1.1.7 variant found in Kansas.” He continued, 
“Cytocheck is uniquely positioned to assist in the surveillance of emerging SARS-
CoV-2 variants as our lab receives COVID-19 specimens from three states.” 
 
 
About Cytocheck 
Cytocheck Laboratory is a national anatomic and clinical pathology laboratory located in Parsons, 
Kansas and is affiliated with MAWD Pathology of Kansas City. Cytocheck provides women’s health 
and infectious disease testing for clients in 26 different states and provides pathology services for a 
number of facilities in southeast Kansas. Since the middle of 2020, Cytocheck has been a leading 
provider of high-quality, rapid COVID-19 testing for numerous clients across the states of Kansas, 
Missouri and Oklahoma. 
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